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triumphs will loose her fetters, your German brethren, still
in the ranks of the enemy, await deliverance by you/ The
moment for a national rising in Germany against the yoke of
Napoleon seemed eminently propitious. Three hundred
thousand French troops were shut up in Spam ; the Czar
was said to be restless; England was ready to help any-
where and everywhere; North Germany, thanks to the
work of Stem, and Hardenberg,1 and Scharnhorst, and Von
Humboldt, thanks not less to the patriotic appeals of
Schiller (William Tell, 1804) and Fichte (Addresses to the
German Nation, 1808), was ripe for revolt; the brave
peasants of the Tyrol, incorporated since 1805 in Napoleon's
mushroom kingdom of Bavaria, were eager for a chance to
throw off the hateful yoke. Everything seemed propitious;
but in the event everything proved disastrous.
Austria declared war on France on 15 April 1809. A
magnificent army, under the Archduke Charles, entered
Bavaria; a second, under the Archduke John, raised the
standard of revolt in the Tyrol and marched into Italy;
a third, under the Archduke Ferdinand, advanced to War-
saw. The Tyrolese peasants fought with splendid courage,
but the regulars were badly led, and Napoleon's strategy
once more proved irresistible. In a week's campaign
(18-22 April 1809) the Archduke Charles was forced back
upon Vienna, and on 13 May the French Emperor was once
more in the Austrian capital. But for the next two months
Napoleon's position was really critical, and with good
generalship, with any approach to co-operation between the
Austrian archdukes, a crushing defeat might have been
inflicted upon him. As it was, he was severely repulsed,
with a loss of 27,000 men, in the great battle of Aspern-
Essling, on the Danube below Vienna (21, 22 May 1809).
The news of Aspern was received with a thrill throughout
Europe. 'In Prussia1, wrote one, 'the enthusiasm is
general; the sp$U is broken; Napoleon is no longer in-
1 See infra p. 93, and for details of reforms in Prussia cf.
Marriott and Robertson; Evolution.of Prussia (Clarendon Press,
1915).